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Summary and Analysis of Brent Staple’s “Black Men and Public Space” Essay

The essay, "Black Men and Public Space," was written by a Brent Staples, a young black man who tries to show how black people have been perceived as dangerous. In the essay, Staples attempts to shows how the public space of individuals and organizations was altered merely by his presence or the presence of a black man. 

In the begging of the essay, Staples happen to walk behind a young white woman who after sensing the presence of a black man, becomes suspicions and increases her pace. In this regard, Staples attributes this reaction to the fact that by merely being a black person, the woman had come into conclusion that she is being trailed by; a rapist, mugger or a worse criminal (Staples par 1). Staples further argues that by being black, he was able to influence some occurrences, for instance, he was able to pass in front of the car in traffic and elicit fear from drivers (Staples par 3). Also when the dark came, he states that he could see fear among the women who came close to him. This he attributed to being because women associate young black men with street violence (Staples par 5). Staples further argues that even by being a professional, young black men can elicit fear and create an unstable public space. He states that while working as a journalist in Chicago, he was at one point arrested on suspicion of being a burglar (Staples par 8). On several occasion, he confirms to have been mistaken for someone dangerous and caused confusion and despair among the people around him. 

In conclusion, the essay has shown the extent to which black men are perceived as dangerous individuals especially at night. Sighting a black man triggers a sense of insecurity changing the normalcy in the activities engaged by most people. It is therefore evident that indeed black men can change and influence the public space, especially at night.
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